i6                                DIARY OF                        DE VERE

at Tilbury, famous for the rendezvous of Queen Eliza-
beth, in the year 1588, which we found stored with
twenty pieces of cannon, and other ammunition propor-
tionable. On the ipth of July, we made a short excur-
sion to Rochester, and having seen the cathedral went
to Chatham to see the Royal Sovereign, a glorious vessel
of burden lately built there, being for defense and orna-
ment, the richest that ever spread cloth before the wind.
She carried an hundred brass cannon, and was 1,200 tons;
a rare sailer, the work of the famous Phineas Pett, in-
ventor of the frigate-fashion of building, to this day
practiced. But what is to be deplored as to this vessel
is, that it cost his Majesty the affections of his subjects,
perverted by the malcontent of great ones, who took occa-
sion to quarrel for his having raised a very slight tax
for the building of this, and equipping the rest of the
navy, without an act of Parliament; though, by the suf-
frages of the major part of the Judges the King might
legally do in times of imminent danger, of which his
Majesty was best apprised. But this not satisfying a
jealous party, it was condemned as unprecedented, and
not justifiable as to the Royal prerogative; and, accord-
ingly, the Judges were removed out of their places, fined,
and imprisoned.*

We returned again this evening, and on the 2istof July
embarked in a Dutch frigate, bound for Flushing, con-
voyed and accompanied by five other stout vessels, where-
of one was a man-of-war. The next day at noon, we
landed at Flushing.

Being desirous to overtake the Leagure,f which was
then before Genep, ere the summer should be too far
spent, we went this evening from Flushing to Middle-
burg, another fine town in this island, to De Vere, whence
the most ancient and illustrious Earls of Oxford derive
their family, who have spent so much blood in assisting
the state during their wars. From De Vere we passed

*In such manner Evelyn refers to the tax of Ship-money. But com-
pare this remarkable passage, now first printed from the original, with
the tone in which, eight years later, he spoke of the only chance by
which monarchy in England might be saved; namely, that of <* doing
nothing as to government but what shall be approved by the old way ot
a free parliament, and the known laws of the land.J>

fThe meaning of this expression is, that they should be in time to
witness the siege.s are made to
